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   What type of COVID-19 tests are valid? 
According to the CDC, “viral tests” (which include those that detect SARS-CoV-2 nucleic 
acid or antigens) are valid to enter the U.S. This includes either a PCP or Rapid test as long as 
verification can be provided to the airline prior to boarding. 

 

   Does the documentation need to be in writing? 
A verifiable test result must be in the form of a written documentation (paper or electronic copy) 
of a laboratory test result. The test result documentation must include information that 
identifies the person, a specimen collection date and the type of test. 

 

   Will proof of an antibody test be acceptable? 
No. 

 

   What is the minimum number of days in advance of my flight that I can have the test 
taken? 
The CDC Requirement is the test would need to be taken within 3 calendar days of boarding 
the flight. 

 
 

   Are U.S. Citizens included in this CDC Requirement? 
Yes. All incoming travelers age 2 years and above will be required to provide proof of the 
negative Covid-19 test result. 

 
 

   Are there any exemptions to this requirement? 
Travelers flying to a U.S. territory, including Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands, are exempt, 
as well as those arriving via a land border such as Mexico or Canada. It is important to note 
that entry via land borders are limited to only essential travel through February 21 at this time. 
This date may be extended. 
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   What if I am connecting in the U.S. but not staying? 
If you are arriving to the U.S. via one or more connecting flights, your test must be performed 3 
days before the first flight of your itinerary, but only if the connecting flights were booked as a 
single passenger record with a final destination in the U.S. and each connection (layover) is    no 
longer than 24 hours long. If your connecting flight to the U.S. was booked separately or a 
connection in your itinerary lasts longer than 24 hours, you will need to get tested within the 3 
days before your flight that arrives in the US. 

 

   What if I am traveling for less than three days? 
You will need to get a test, with proof of negative result before the initial departure from the 
U.S. 

 

   What happens if my flight is delayed and it goes over the 3-day limit for testing? 
If you flight is delayed before departure, you will need to get re-tested if the delay causes your 
test to fall outside of the 3-day pre-departure testing period requirement. 

 

   What if I recently recovered from COVID-19? 
Travelers may provide documentation if they have recovered from COVID-19 in the past 3 
months. Acceptable documentation is a positive test and a letter from a healthcare provider 
stating that you are cleared for travel. 

 

   What if I am vaccinated against COVID-19? 
Even if you have been vaccinated, you will need to provide a negative COVID-19 test before 
boarding, taken no more than 3 days before departure. 

 

   Who will check my test results? 
Your airline will confirm your COVID-19 negative test result, or proof of recovery from your 
physician, before boarding the U.S. bound flight. It is recommended to check your carrier’s 
website for information relating to how documentation will be collected/reviewed. 

 

   What if I can’t provide the negative test result? 
The airline must deny boarding to any passenger that does not provide the validation of the 
negative test result. This includes any single members traveling as a family or group. 



Business Travel - Your Way 

© 2021 Travel Incorporated. All Rights Reserved. | 03 

 

 

 

   What if I test positive prior to my return to the U.S.? 
You should self-isolate and rebook your travel if symptoms develop or a positive test result is 
received. Airlines must refuse to board anyone who does not provide a negative test result for 
COVID-19 or documentation of recovery. 

 
 

   If I tested negative before my flight, do I need to get another test when I get to the 
U.S.? 
The CDC recommends travelers get tested 3-5 days after travel as well as stay home or 
otherwise self-quarantine for 7 days after travel. 

 

   Do I need to get a test before leaving the U.S.? 
The CDC recommends that you get tested 1-3 days before you travel internationally, and to 
check the requirements of entry to your destination, as well any connecting locations while in 
transit to your destination, in advance of your scheduled date of travel. 

 

   Does this requirement include Private Jets, or just commercial flights? 
This order applies to all flights, including private flights and general aviation aircraft (charter 
flights). 

 

   Does the testing requirement apply to aircraft crew members? 
Crew members on official duty, whether working or in an assigned deadhead status 
(transportation of a flight crew member as a passenger or non-operating flight crew member), are 
exempt from the testing requirement as long as they follow industry standard protocols for the 
prevention of COVID-19 as set forth in relevant Safety Alerts for Operators issued by the Federal 
Aviation Administration. 


